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Executive Summary  

ES-05 Executive Summary - 24 CFR 91.200(c), 91.220(b) 

1. Introduction 

The Community Development (CD) Department is committed to making the City of Columbia and its 

neighborhoods a better place to live, work and play.  The City of Columbia strives to provide safe, decent 

and affordable housing, a suitable living environment and economic opportunities especially for low to 

moderate income individuals and communities. 

Community Development is the fuel that supports the local economy by providing resources and 

opportunities for growth. It administers federal, state and local funds and ensures compliance; increases 

homeownership and builds neighborhood capacity through excellent customer service.  Partnerships 

with banks, neighborhoods and organizations allow us to improve the quality of life and continue to 

make Columbia a World Class City. 

Columbia is the state capital and largest city in South Carolina, with a population of 132,236 and a 

metropolitan statistical area (MSA) of 808,377 and rising as of 2017. Our city experienced a steady 

population growth with our population increasing 4% from 2010 to 2017 (127,605 to 132,236).  

2. Summary of the objectives and outcomes identified in the Plan Needs Assessment 

Overview 

The City of Columbia has developed its strategic plan based on an analysis of the data presented in this 

plan and an extensive community participation and consultation process. Through these efforts, the City 

has identified four priority needs with associated goals to address those needs. The priority needs with 

associated goals include:  

1) Expand/Improve Public Infrastructure & Facilities 

1A Expand Public Infrastructure 

1B Improve Public Infrastructure Capacity 

1C Improve Access to Public Facilities 

 

2) Preserve & Develop Affordable Housing 

2A Increase Homeownership Opportunities 

2B Increase Affordable Rental Housing Opportunities 

2C Provide Code Enforcement in LMI Neighborhoods 

2D Provide Removal of Slum & Blight in Residential 

2E Provide for Owner Occupied Housing Rehab 

 

3) Public Services & Quality of Life Improvements 
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3A Provide Supportive Services for Special Needs 

3B Provide Vital Services for LMI Households 

 

4) Housing & Supportive Services for Persons HIV/AIDS 

4A Provide Housing Opportunities Persons HIV/AIDS 

4B Provide Medical & Support Services HIV/AIDS 

 

5) Provide for Increased Economic Opportunities 

5A Provide Support to New & Expanding Businesses 

 

 

3. Evaluation of past performance 

The City, with other public, private and non-profit community housing providers and non-housing 

service agencies have made significant contributions to provide safe, decent and affordable housing, a 

suitable living environment and economic opportunities especially for low to moderate income 

individuals in the community. However, affordable housing remains one of the most prolific needs 

ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΣ ŀǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ /ƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ tƭŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ нлмр-

2019 Consolidated Plan, and the 2018 Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER). 

The CAPER provides an assessment of progress towards the five-year goals and the one-year goals of 

HUD entitlement grants CDBG, HOME and HOPWA.  According to the most recent CAPER, the City 

exceeded its goals for providing direct financial assistance to LMI homebuyers, and improvements to 

public facilities and infrastructure.   Where progress was not made toward specific goals was rental 

housing assistance, however proposed numbers were high with the expectation that the CDBG-DR 

program would assist a larger number of rehabs as well as increasing the number of available affordable 

rental units.  The program has taken longer to implement and accomplishment numbers will be much 

higher in future progress reports.  Results for the HOPWA program was mixed as service providers 

exceeded expectations for short-term rent, mortgage, and utility assistance (STRMU) to prevent 

homelessness of individuals and families, however goals were not reached for providing Tenant-based 

rental assistance (TBRA).  For the upcoming program year, the City has revised its goal setting and will be 

working closely with Columbia Housing in their efforts to provide persons with HIV/AIDS with TBRA. 

4. Summary of citizen participation process and consultation process 

The City of Columbia is engaged in ongoing efforts to increase coordination amongst the complex 

network of public, private, and nonprofit organizations that deliver housing and social services to the 

community. As the administrators of HUD's CDBG, HOME and HOPWA programs, the City's Community 

Development Department acts as a hub for community and economic development in the area. Open 

lines of communication are maintained between the City and the area's many nonprofit and social 
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service agencies and are given opportunities to participate in the Consolidated Planning process. These 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ƘŜƭǇ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƛƴǇǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŀǇŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ tƭŀƴΦ 

Community Development Department staff also attempt on an ongoing basis to encourage participation 

by all citizens with special emphasis on persons of low- to moderate-incomes and those with special 

needs to participate in the Consolidated Planning process.  The City conducted a series of community 

meetings as well as a public review period for the Plan to obtain insight from the public into community 

development needs and priorities.  Cǳƭƭ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ 

available in PR-15 Citizen Participation. 

5. Summary of public comments 

The City of Columbia ensures that there are multiple opportunities for interested community 

ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇƭŀƴǎΦ A series 

of public meetings were held during the Consolidated Planning process to inform the public and 

community stakeholders of the contents of the Plan.  A 30-Day Public Comment Period beginning on 

April 3, 2020 through May 4, 2020 was held to give the public an opportunity to review the Consolidated 

Plan & Action Plan draft.  A community survey and a stakeholder survey ran throughout the 

development of the Consolidated Plan.  There were 56 responses received for the community survey 

and 35 responses for the stakeholder survey.  Below are a summary of the responses: 

Community Member Priorities from the Community Survey: 

1. Public Improvements (Sidewalks; water/sewer line/storm water drainage, street improvements) 

2. Economic Development (Small business assistance; public transportation, job 

creation/retention; employment training) 

3. Affordable Housing (New affordable homeowner or rental housing; rehabilitation of owner- 

occupied housing; energy efficient improvements) 

Community Stakeholder Priorities from the Community Stakeholder Survey: 

1. Creation of affordable housing and homebuyer assistance. 

2. Public services such as employment training, crime prevention and vital services for the special 

needs population. 

3. Homeowner and renter housing rehabilitation. 

4. Public facilities and infrastructure improvements. 

5. Economic development 

Full details of the /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ tw-15 Citizen 

Participation.  A full analysis of the two surveys are included as an attachment to this plan. 

6. Summary of comments or views not accepted and the reasons for not accepting them 
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All comments were accepted and are attached in the Citizen Participation Appendix. 

7. Summary 

Primary data sources for the Consolidated Plan include: 2006-2010 & 2013-2017 American Community 

Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2012-2016 CHAS, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Center for Disease 

Control, Longitudinal Employer-Household Dynamics (LEHD), Homeless Management Information 

System (HMIS), Inventory Management System/PIH Information Center (IMS/PIC), HUD 2018 Housing 

Inventory Counts (HIC), HUD Continuum of Care Homeless Assistance Programs Homeless Populations 

2018 Point-in-Time data, SC DHEC HIV/AIDS Surveillance data and local data sources. A disparity exists 

between data tables throughout the plan in that tables which utilize ACS contain 2017 data and tables 

that utilize CHAS contain 2016 data. At the time of writing only 2016 CHAS data was available from HUD. 

However 2017 ACS data was available and thus the City thought it best to utilize the most current data 

source where possible, and that incongruencies in the source years were outweighed by the more 

accurate demographic and housing picture painted by the 2017 ACS data.  
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The Process 

PR-05 Lead & Responsible Agencies 24 CFR 91.200(b) 

1. Describe agency/entity responsible for preparing the Consolidated Plan and those 

responsible for administration of each grant program and funding source 

The following are the agencies/entities responsible for preparing the Consolidated Plan and 

those responsible for administration of each grant program and funding source. 

Agency Role Name Department/Agency 

CDBG Administrator COLUMBIA Community Development Department 

HOPWA Administrator COLUMBIA Community Development Department 

HOME Administrator COLUMBIA Community Development Department 

Table 1 ς Responsible Agencies 

 

 

Consolidated Plan Public Contact Information 

Dollie D. Bristow, CD Administrator 

Community Development Department                 

1401 Main St., 4th Floor, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: (803) 545-3371 

Dollie.bristow@columbiasc.gov 
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PR-10 Consultation ς 91.100, 91.110, 91.200(b), 91.300(b), 91.215(I) and 

91.315(I) 

1. Introduction 

The City of Columbia is engaged in ongoing efforts to increase coordination amongst the complex 

network of public, private, and non-profit organizations that deliver housing and social services to the 

community. As the administrator of HUD's CDBG, HOME and HOPWA programs, the City's Community 

Development Department acts as a hub for community and economic development in the area. Open 

lines of communication are maintained between the City and the area's many non-profit and social 

service agencies. 

tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ŎƻƴŎƛǎŜ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ enhance coordination between 

public and assisted housing providers and private and governmental health, mental health 

and service agencies (91.215(I)). 

Besides keeping an open-door policy and maintaining ongoing daily communication with the area's 

many agencies and service providers, the City of Columbia's CD Department is engaged in a number of 

efforts and initiatives to enhance coordination among the community's governmental and service 

frameworks. 

The City recognizes the need for increased coordination between the City and programs and services 

that help for the implementation of the Consolidated Plan.  Committees were set up to address the 

provision of affordable housing and workforce consistent with the recommendations of the City.  

These committees are: 

Economic & Community Development Committee, which review matters related to economic, 

community and neighborhood development. 

Environment & Infrastructure Committee reviews matters related to green space, water quality, roads, 

and buildings. 

Public Safety Committee reviews matters related to public safety, including animal services, code 

inspection, Municipal Court, and other matters related to public safety. 

Describe coordination with the Continuum of Care and efforts to address the needs of 

homeless persons (particularly chronically homeless individuals and families, families with 

children, veterans, and unaccompanied youth) and persons at risk of homelessness 
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The City of Columbia is partnered with the United Way of the Midlands (UWM), which serves as lead 

HUD agency for the Midlands Area Consortium for the Homeless (MACH), and is the HUD designated 

IƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳǳƳ ƻŦ /ŀǊŜ ό/ƻ/ύΦ ¦²a ŀƭǎƻ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻ/Ωǎ IƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 

Information System (HMIS). 

This group of service providers implements housing services for the homeless, as well as other 

organizations with an interest in preventing homelessness. Along with UWM, those involved are local 

nonprofit agencies, local government entities, the public schools, housing authorities, law enforcement, 

faith communities, and financial supporters. 

The partnership was created to maximize the resources available to homeless persons through the 

development and coordination of an effective and comprehensive continuum of care system addressing 

services from homelessness prevention services, to outreach services, emergency shelter, transitional 

housing, permanent supportive housing, and permanent affordable housing. 

Describe consultation with the Continuum(s) of Care that serves the jurisdiction's area in 

determining how to allocate ESG funds, develop performance standards and evaluate 

outcomes, and develop funding, policies and procedures for the administration of HMIS 

N/A. The City does not allocate ESG funds.  The City refers to its partners in MACH, which serve the 

homeless population in the City, and administers the Homeless Management Information System 

(HMIS). 

2. Describe Agencies, groups, organizations and others who participated in the process 

and describe the jurisdictions consultations with housing, social service agencies and other 

entities 
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Table 2 ς Agencies, groups, organizations who participated 

1 Agency/Group/Organization City of Columbia 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

Other government - Local 

Grantee Department 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

HOPWA Strategy 

Economic Development 

Market Analysis 

Anti-poverty Strategy 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The City of Columbia Community Development 

Department (CDD) is the lead agency of the Consolidated 

Plan. 

2 Agency/Group/Organization Columbia Housing Authority 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

PHA 

Services - Housing 

Other government - Local 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Public Housing Needs 

Homelessness Strategy 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The Columbia Housing Authority (CHA) is the local PHA 

and currently provides affordable housing to 

approximately 15,000 residents in the Columbia 

Metropolitan area. There are over 2200 units of housing 

for families of low and moderate incomes.  CHA 

administers over 2,000 public housing units and 3,100 

housing vouchers.  The housing authority helped to 

inform the housing needs assessment and public housing 

needs. 



 

2020-2024  
Consolidated Plan 

COLUMBIA     12 

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 06/30/2018) 

3 Agency/Group/Organization Midlands Area Consortium for the Homeless 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

Services - Housing 

Services-homeless 

Regional organization 

Grantee Department 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Homelessness Strategy 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

MACH is the Continuum of Care and represents 14 

Counties across the Midlands of South Carolina. MACH 

advocates for issues and initiatives that will help end 

homelessness. MACH works collaboratively to reduce the 

time that people spend in a homeless situation while 

promoting self-sufficiency and independence for the 

people they serve. MACH information and data helped to 

inform the homeless strategy. 

4 Agency/Group/Organization United Way of the Midlands 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Regional organization 

Foundation 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Homelessness Strategy 

Market Analysis 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

United Way of The Midlands (UWM) works to determine 

and respond to the critical human service needs of the 

community. UW serves as lead agency of MACH (CoC). 

UWM also offers grants funding to cover needs in the 

community. Community volunteers in three councils 

focused on Education, Financial Stability and Health 

develop and review a community-wide needs assessment 

to determine key issues in the community. Based on 

priorities, opportunities and resources, the councils offer 

competitive grants to partner agencies who best address 

the need.  UWM helped with consultation of community 

needs. 

5 Agency/Group/Organization Richland County 

 Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

Other government - County 
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 What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Market Analysis 

 How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

Richland County worked closely with the City in the 

development of the Plan.  The County attended meetings 

and participated in the consultation of the housing needs 

assessment. 

6 Agency/Group/Organization Lexington County 

 Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

Other government - County 

 What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Market Analysis 

 How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

Lexington County worked closely with the City in the 

development of the Plan.  The County attended meetings 

and participated in the consultation of the housing needs 

assessment. 

 

 

Identify any Agency Types not consulted and provide rationale for not consulting 

There were no organizations or agency types not intentionally consulted.  All comments were accepted. 

 

Other local/regional/state/federal planning efforts considered when preparing the Plan 

Name of Plan Lead 
Organization 

How do the goals of your Strategic Plan overlap with the 
goals of each plan? 

Continuum of Care United Way of 

the Midlands 

(UWM) 

UWM is the lead agency of MACH, the local Continuum of 

Care (CoC). The needs identified by the CoC help to inform 

the goals of the Strategic Plan, in particular for the special 

needs population. 
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Name of Plan Lead 
Organization 

How do the goals of your Strategic Plan overlap with the 
goals of each plan? 

The Columbia Plan: 

2018 

City of Columbia The Columbia Plan: 2018 is the comprehensive plan for the 

City of Columbia; providing a strategic 10-year vision, 

including objectives, goals, and policies to help guide the 

city's future development and growth.  This plan helped to 

inform the goals of the Strategic Plan. 

Stronger Economies 

Together 

Stronger 

Economies 

Together 

This program is used to strengthen the capacities of rural 

areas in the region through the development and 

implementation of an economic blueprint based on current 

and emerging economic strengths. 

MBLG Regional 

Competitiveness 

Initiative 

The Midlands 

Business 

Leadership Group 

The Midlands Business Leadership Group utilizes an annual 

report published by EngenuitySC to prioritize action around 

five key indicators: talent, entrepreneurial and business 

environment, innovation, industry clusters, and livability. 

Fort Jackson 

McEntire Joint Land 

Study 

Department of 

Defense 

Fort Jackson McEntire Joint Land Study: In partnership with 

the Department of Defense a study was conducted to guide 

planning and feasibility of land use development around 

military installations. 

Sentinel Landscape 

Initiative 

Sentinel 

Landscape 

Initiative 

Sentinel Landscape Initiative: The Joint Land Use Study 

aligns with the goals of the CEDS and works to better serve 

areas where working and natural lands converge. 

Table 3 ς Other local / regional / federal planning efforts 
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Describe cooperation and coordination with other public entities, including the State and any 

adjacent units of general local government, in the implementation of the Consolidated Plan 

(91.215(l)) 

The City of Columbia and the greater region's population has grown in recent years, housing costs have 

increased and the availability of homes affordable to existing and new residents that are located close to 

employment centers and existing public facilities and services has declined.  As a result, the City 

recognizes the need to have a current assessment of the housing in the area.  Committees were set up 

to address the provision of affordable housing and workforce consistent with the recommendations of 

the City.  These efforts help to increase coordination between the City and programs and services that 

help for the implementation of the Consolidated Plan.  These committees are:  

1) Economic & Community Development Committee, which reviews matters related to economic, 

community and neighborhood development. 

2) Environment & Infrastructure Committee, which reviews matters related to green space; water 

quality; roads; and buildings. 

3) Public Safety Committee, which reviews matters related to public safety, including animal services, 

code inspection, Municipal Court and other matters related thereto. 

 



 

2020-2024  
Consolidated Plan 

COLUMBIA     16 

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 06/30/2018) 

PR-15 Citizen Participation ς 91.105, 91.115, 91.200(c) and 91.300(c) 

1. Summary of citizen participation process/Efforts made to broaden citizen participation 
Summarize citizen participation process and how it impacted goal-setting 
 

¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ό/5ύ ƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇment of and updates to the Citizen Participation 

Plan. CD also maintains all required records and reports available for public review. Records are kept and made available which show racial and 

income data as well as beneficiaries of CDBG funded activities. 

Community Development Department staff also attempt on an ongoing basis encourage participation by all citizens with special emphasis on 

persons of low to moderate incomes and those with special needs to participate in the Consolidated Planning process. 

The CD has developed a formal process for soliciting the maximum amount of citizens' input into the comprehensive housing and neighborhood 

planning process. With regard to the five-year Consolidated Plan, public hearings and various meetings are conducted prior to the formulation of 

the plan. The public is also afforded 30 days to comment on the contents of the Consolidated Plan. Citizen comments are then summarized and 

included in the Consolidated Plan document. 

¢ƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ōŜƭƻǿ ǎƘƻǿ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ Ŏƛtizen participation outreach efforts. 
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Citizen Participation Outreach 

Sort  
Order 

Mode of  
Outreach 

Target of Outreach Summary of  
response/attendance 

Summary of  
comments received 

Summary of comments 
not accepted 
and reasons 

URL 

1 Public Meeting Non-

targeted/broad 

community 

Citizens Advisory Committee Monthly 

Meeting - Review of Applications.  

Meeting was held on January 14, 2020 

at the CD Department, 1401 Main 

Street, 4th Floor, Columbia, SC at 

5:30pm. 

All comments accepted. All comments accepted.   

2 Public Meeting Non-

targeted/broad 

community 

Citizens Advisory Committee Monthly 

Meeting for Application Award 

Discussion. Meeting was held on 

February 11, 2020 at the CD 

Department,1401 Main Street, 4th 

Floor, Columbia, SC at 5:30pm. 

All comments accepted. All comments accepted.   

3 Stakeholder 

Meeting 

Non-

targeted/broad 

community 

  

Stakeholders 

Stakeholder Input Meeting held on 

February 20, 2020 at the Print Building, 

3907 Ensor Avenue Columbia, SC 29203 

from 2:00pm to 4:00pm. 

There were 19 

stakeholder organizations 

who attended the 

meeting.   

All comments accepted.   

4 Public Meeting Non-

targeted/broad 

community 

Council District 1 Citizen Input Meeting 

held on February 20, 2020 at the Print 

Building, 3907 Ensor Avenue Columbia, 

SC 29203 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm. 

There were 8 members of 

the public who attended 

the meeting.   

All comments accepted.   
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Sort  
Order 

Mode of  
Outreach 

Target of Outreach Summary of  
response/attendance 

Summary of  
comments received 

Summary of comments 
not accepted 
and reasons 

URL 

5 Public Meeting Non-

targeted/broad 

community 

CCN Meeting Public Forum held on 

February 27, 2020 at the Print Building, 

3907 Ensor Avenue Columbia, SC 

29203. 

All comments accepted. All comments accepted.   

6 Public Meeting Non-

targeted/broad 

community 

Council District 2 Citizen Input Meeting 

held on March 5, 2020 at the Booker 

Washington Heights/Kathryn Bellfield 

Cultural Arts Center, 2611 Grant Street 

Columbia, SC 29203 from 6:00pm to 

8:00pm. 

There were 9 members of 

the public who attended 

the meeting.   

All comments accepted.   

7 Public Meeting Service Providers 

and Nonprofits 

Citizens Advisory Committee Monthly 

Meeting to Make Funding 

Recommendations.  Meeting was held 

on March 10, 2020 at the CD 

Department, 1401 Main Street, 4th 

Floor, Columbia, SC at 5:30pm. 

All comments accepted. All comments accepted.   

8 Public Comment 

Period 

Non-

targeted/broad 

community 

ConPlan & Action Plan 30-Day Public 

Comment Period beginning on April 3, 

2020 through May 4, 2020. 

All comments accepted. All comments accepted.   

9 Public Hearing Non-

targeted/broad 

community 

A virtual public hearing was held 

regarding the Consolidated Plan and 

Action Plan on April 8, 2020 A copy of 

the notice is provided as an attachment 

to this plan. 

All comments accepted. All comments accepted.   
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Sort  
Order 

Mode of  
Outreach 

Target of Outreach Summary of  
response/attendance 

Summary of  
comments received 

Summary of comments 
not accepted 
and reasons 

URL 

10 Public Survey Non-

targeted/broad 

community 

A public survey was run throughout the 

development of the Consolidated Plan. 

The city received 56 

responses to the survey. 

A full analysis of the 

survey is included as an 

attachment to this plan. 

All comments accepted.   

11 Stakeholder 

Survey 

Community 

Stakeholders 

A Stakeholder survey was run 

throughout the development of the 

Consolidated Plan. 

The city received 35 

responses from 

community stakeholders 

to the survey. A full 

analysis of the survey is 

included as an 

attachment to this plan. 

All comments accepted.  

Table 4 ς Citizen Participation Outreach 
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Needs Assessment 

NA-05 Overview 

Needs Assessment Overview 

In order to ensure the most efficient and effective use of resources the City must first assess the needs 

of ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

described and analyzed to provide the foundation needed for grant management.  

Using data gathered by state, local, and federal sources the City can start to identify needs based on the 

broad trends in population, income, and household demographics. Primary data sources include the US 

Census Bureau, HUD, and Bureau of Labor Statistics. Once that data has been gathered, they can be 

examined with a more nuanced analysis of variables, such as how family and household dynamics relate 

to race and housing problems.  

A key goal of the Needs Assessment section is to identify the nature and prevalence of housing problems 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΦ tŜǊ I¦5Ωǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛtion, there are four housing problems that are 

assessed: 

¶ Cost-Burden, which is defined as households who spend 30% or more of their income on 

housing costs 

¶ Lack of Complete Plumbing 

¶ Lack of Complete Kitchen Facilities 

¶ Overcrowding 

In addition to the demographics analyzed, this section also looks at factors that impact or are impacted 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƴ-

homeless special needs are also discussed. Finally, non-housing development needs like public services 

and infrastructure are also analyzed to assist in determining where resources should be allocated. 

Whenever possible, each of these issues is juxtaposed with economic and demographic indicators to 

determine if certain groups carry a disproportionate burden. Understanding the magnitude and 

prevalence of these issues in the City of Columbia is crucial in aiding in setting evidence-based priorities 

for entitlement programs. 
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NA-10 Housing Needs Assessment - 24 CFR 91.205 (a,b,c) 

Summary of Housing Needs 

The housing needs of a community are, like all items in the market economy, a product of supply and 

demand. However, determining the factors that impact supply and demand is much more complicated 

than building one house for one household. Changes in population, household size, availability of rental 

ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΣ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŀƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ǎƘƛŦǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ  

The following section will show that the greatest housing issue facing the citizens of Columbia is 

affordable housing. According to the 2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, there 

are approximately 44,315 cost burdened households in the City, making up 38.5% of the population. 

Renters are more likely to be cost burdened, approximately 54.3% pay over 30% of their income 

towards housing. Homeowners are better off but still 24.3% of those with a mortgage and 13.1% of 

those without a mortgage are cost burdened. This points to the current housing supply being either too 

small or two expensive. 

Demographics Base Year:  2010 Most Recent Year:  2017 % Change 

Population 127,605 132,236 4% 

Households 46,575 46,098 -1% 

Median Income $38,272.00 $43,650.00 14% 

Table 5 - Housing Needs Assessment Demographics 

 
Alternate Data Source Name: 
2006-2010 ACS, 2013-2017 ACS 

Since 2010, the population of Columbia has increased by approximately 4%, a relatively slow growth 

rate. During the same time period the number of households in the City actually decreased by 

approximately 500 households, a 1% reduction. This indicates a situation where household size is 

increasing along with the population which may lead to overcrowding. 

The Median Household Income (MHI) in Columbia increased by 14%. However, this growth in income 

has barely kept up with inflation. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) inflation calculator, a 

household in Columbia that had an income of $38,272 in 2010 would have the same purchasing power 

as $42,891 in 2017. The actual change in purchasing power in Columbia was 1.8%. It is also worth 

remembering that the median household income calculation is a single data point and does not provide 

information on the distribution of wealth or if certain income groups are growing or lagging behind. 

Throughout this document, Census Tracts will be used to provide for geographic comparisons. These 

visualizations will help guide resources into neighborhoods that may need additional support and 

identify living patterns that may be associated with poverty, income, housing type, and other data 

points. 
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Population in 2017 

The following map displays the population density throughout the City by census tract. Census tracts are 

determined by the US Census Bureau and are adjusted every 10 years upon completion of the decennial 

census. Tract boundaries are created to include a similar number of people into the same tract and does 

not generally take into account the size of the area covered.  

In Columbia, there are three tracts that appear to have more populous tracts than elsewhere in the City. 

They are located near downtown in the Olympia, Whaley Street, and Granby Hill neighborhoods; in the 

northwest on the west side of Broad River; and the southeast in the Capitol View and Eastmont area. 

What this relatively large population tells us is that since 2010 those areas have likely experienced above 

average growth. The tracts with a relatively small population, under 1,500, have likely seen a population 

decrease since the last census. The reason for this population shift involves a number of factors, many of 

which will be discussed throughout the Needs Assessment and Market Analysis.  
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Change in Population from 2000-2017 

The following map shows how the population has changed since 2000. In nearly two decades clear 

patterns have developed showing areas that are more or less desirable to live in. The high population 

areas mentioned above are also three of the four areas that grew significantly. That seems to identify a 

trend that has been in motion for a significant amount of time.  

Conversely, a large swath of Columbia has seen the population decrease. Many of these tracts are lost 

10% or more of their population. These growth patterns seem to show a desire for two types of housing, 

downtown urban units and units on the boundaries of the city. The makeup of the housing units 

throughout the City, including these neighborhoods in the Market Analysis section. 
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Median Household Income 

As noted above, the Median Household Income in Columbia is $43,650. However, when broken down by 

census tract it is clear that incomes vary significantly across the City. There are concentrated areas 

where the MHI is less than $20,000, which is much lower than areas just a few miles away where the 

MHI is $60,000. Considering how closely linked housing affordability, poverty, and other issues are to 

income it is important to understand and attempt to address these disparities.   
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Poverty 

In many ways, the poverty map below shows a close relationship with the previous median household 

income map. Areas with lower MHIs tend to have higher poverty rates. In Columbia, the 2017 poverty 

rate was 22.3%. Again, we see areas of the City where there is a stark difference in a geographically 

condensed area. High poverty tracts where 40% or more of the residents live below the poverty line 

border  tracts where the poverty rate is 20% or less. 
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Number of Households Table 

 0-30% 
HAMFI 

>30-50% 
HAMFI 

>50-80% 
HAMFI 

>80-100% 
HAMFI 

>100% 
HAMFI 

Total Households 8,690 5,360 7,950 4,250 19,000 

Small Family Households 2,550 1,685 2,255 1,255 8,105 

Large Family Households 370 260 570 300 965 

Household contains at least one 

person 62-74 years of age 1,180 1,070 1,125 680 3,384 

Household contains at least one 

person age 75 or older 715 580 780 400 1,430 

Households with one or more 

children 6 years old or younger 1,585 685 1,209 553 2,139 

Table 6 - Total Households Table 
Alternate Data Source Name: 
2012-2016 CHAS 

 

Number Households 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘŀōƭŜΣ Řŀǘŀ ŦǊƻƳ I¦5Ωǎ /ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ Affordability Strategy (CHAS) is used to 

develop a more detailed look at households in Columbia. This data is slightly older than the previously 

used census data, but it allows for a demographic analysis based on relative income. The HUD Area 

Median Family Income (HAMFI) provides a baseline for income in the area.  

This document will use the following income group definitions: 

Extremely Low Income: 0-30% HAMFI 

Very Low Income: 30-50% HAMFI 

Low Income: 50-80% HAMFI 

Moderate Income: 80-100% HAMFI 

Above Moderate Income: >100% HAMFI 

According to the CHAS data there is only one demographic that appears related to household income. 

Small Family Households are much more common for above moderate-income households than any 

other income group. Nearly 43% of all households earning more than 100% HAMFI are small family, but 

only 29.3% of extremely low-income households are made up of small families.  
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Housing Needs Summary Tables 

1. Housing Problems (Households with one of the listed needs) 

 Renter Owner 

0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 

Substandard 

Housing - Lacking 

complete plumbing 

or kitchen facilities 65 130 145 75 415 0 15 4 10 29 

Severely 

Overcrowded - With 

>1.51 people per 

room (and complete 

kitchen and 

plumbing) 135 65 30 10 240 10 0 0 4 14 

Overcrowded - With 

1.01-1.5 people per 

room (and none of 

the above problems) 130 110 70 0 310 15 0 0 4 19 

Housing cost burden 

greater than 50% of 

income (and none of 

the above problems) 4,550 1,060 385 0 5,995 940 425 270 45 1,680 

Housing cost burden 

greater than 30% of 

income (and none of 

the above problems) 780 1,795 2,295 360 5,230 240 310 765 410 1,725 

Zero/negative 

Income (and none of 

the above problems) 860 0 0 0 860 135 0 0 0 135 

Table 7 ς Housing Problems Table 
Alternate Data Source Name: 
2012-2016 CHAS 
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Housing Needs Summary 

Using CHAS data, the table above gives an overview of housing problems in the City by income group 

and tenure (renter or homeowner). In Columbia, the most prevalent housing problem is cost burdened 

households. In the City there are 11,225 renters and 3,405 homeowners who pay 30% or more of their 

income to housing expenses. More troubling, the majority of these households are severely cost 

burdened and spend more than half their income on housing expenses.  

2. Housing Problems 2 (Households with one or more Severe Housing Problems: Lacks kitchen 

or complete plumbing, severe overcrowding, severe cost burden) 

 Renter Owner 

0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 

Having 1 or more 

of four housing 

problems 5,660 3,165 2,920 445 12,190 1,200 750 1,035 480 3,465 

Having none of 

four housing 

problems 705 805 2,490 1,720 5,720 130 640 1,505 1,610 3,885 

Household has 

negative income, 

but none of the 

other housing 

problems 860 0 0 0 860 135 0 0 0 135 

Table 8 ς Housing Problems 2 
Alternate Data Source Name: 
2012-2016 CHAS 

 

Severe Housing Problems 

In general, severe housing problems are significantly more likely for lower income residents. Over 46% 

of the renter households and 34.6% of homeowners who make between 0-100% AMI have a severe 

housing problem. Given the data presented in Table 3 it is clear that the most common housing problem 

is cost burden.  
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3. Cost Burden > 30% 

 Renter Owner 

0-30% 
AMI 

>30-50% 
AMI 

>50-80% 
AMI 

Total 0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

Total 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 

Small Related 2,065 1,025 735 3,825 250 240 245 735 

Large Related 285 150 155 590 50 20 75 145 

Elderly 745 275 235 1,255 465 265 260 990 

Other 3,325 1,450 1,595 6,370 475 90 300 865 

Total need by 

income 

6,420 2,900 2,720 12,040 1,240 615 880 2,735 

Table 9 ς Cost Burden > 30% 
Alternate Data Source Name: 
2012-2016 CHAS 

 

Housing Cost Burden 

The table above displays 2016 CHAS data on cost-burdened households in the City for the 0% to 80% 

AMI cohorts. Across income groups there are some similar demographics. For renters, large related 

households make up around 5% of the cost burdened households and approximately 10% are elderly. 

For homeowners, a significantly larger proportion of the cost burdened population are elderly residents. 

Like most economic indicators, the likelihood a household being cost burdened is correlated with where 

the household lives. This is due to factors effecting both supply and demand for housing. Areas with a 

low median income have a demand for less expensive units and areas with a high median home value 

may only have units that are out of reach. The following maps display cost burdened as determined by 

the US Census Bureau, while it is not separated by income group it is available by census tract for 

comparison.  

Locations with a relatively high number of cost burdened households are the northern part of the City 

and downtown. In many of these tracts over 40% of the population is cost burdened. Low cost burden 

tracts are rare with none meeting the under 10% threshold.  
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Renter Cost Burden 

For renters in Columbia the cost burden rates are much higher across the whole City. Geographically, 

there is not an area where cost burdened renters are concentrated. High cost burden tracts of over 60% 

are found in most parts of the City.  
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4. Cost Burden > 50% 

 Renter Owner 

0-30% 
AMI 

>30-50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

Total 0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

Total 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 

Small Related 1,540 210 45 1,795 160 120 25 305 

Large Related 145 75 10 230 50 4 45 99 

Elderly 460 125 90 675 330 160 60 550 

Other 2,540 705 290 3,535 350 60 75 485 

Total need by 

income 

4,685 1,115 435 6,235 890 344 205 1,439 

Table 10 ς Cost Burden > 50% 
Alternate Data Source Name: 
2012-2016 CHAS 

 

Severe Cost Burden 

Most cost burdened households pay enough to their household costs to be classified as severely cost 

burdened. For these households, 50% or more of their income goes to housing. An unexpected expense 

or increase in utilities can lead to housing instability and homelessness. These residents my require 

additional support in order to maintain safe and stable housing.  

5. Crowding (More than one person per room) 

 Renter Owner 

0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 

Single family 

households 125 135 50 10 320 4 0 0 4 8 

Multiple, unrelated 

family households 0 10 54 0 64 20 0 0 8 28 

Other, non-family 

households 55 35 0 0 90 0 0 0 0 0 

Total need by 

income 

180 180 104 10 474 24 0 0 12 36 

Table 11 ς Crowding Information ς 1/2 
Alternate Data Source Name: 
2012-2016 CHAS 

 

Overcrowding 
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HUD defines an overcrowded household as one having from 1.01 to 1.50 occupants per room. In 

Columbia, overcrowding is relatively rare but there is a noticeable difference due to housing tenure. For 

households earning less than 100% AMI, renters are much more likely to be single family households 

than other types, while owner-occupied units are much more likely to be multiple, unrelated family 

households.  

As seen below, children are present in more renter households than homeowner households. In renter 

households, children are more common in lower income households but for homeowners children tend 

to be in higher income households.  

 Renter Owner 

0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

Total 0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

Total 

Households with 

Children Present 1,500 615 944 3,059 80 70 265 415 

Table 12 ς Crowding Information ς 2/2 
Alternate Data Source Name: 
2012-2016 CHAS 

 

Describe the number and type of single person households in need of housing assistance. 

Residents who live alone may have an increased risk of housing instability. The median household 

income for a single person household is $30,611 in Columbia, which is slightly more than half the MHI 

for a 2-person household ($58,319). Single person households are also more likely to not have access to 

a personal vehicle, which can limit transportation options making commuting more difficult.  

In Columbia, single-person households are more likely to be renters. Given the information analyzed 

earlier it is likely that many of these households are cost burdened. That amounts to 18,591 households 

that may need housing assistance.   

Estimate the number and type of families in need of housing assistance who are disabled or 

victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault and stalking. 

Disability 

Residents who have disabilities often have additional housing needs in order to maintain safe, secure, 

and affordable homes. In some cases, the resident will need modifications to the unit to make it 

accessible. In Columbia, there are 13,107 residents who report having a disability, or 11.7% of the 

population. Unsurprisingly, the likelihood that a resident has a disability increases with age and over half 

of all residents 75 or older report a disability. 
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In order to properly address the needs of this population it is important to understand how common 

different types of disabilities are. The most commonly reported disability is ambulatory difficulty which 

ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦{ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ŀǎ άƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŎƭƛƳōƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƛǊǎΦέ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 

over 7,000 residents who report this disability and may need assistance such as units accessible from the 

ground level and ramps. 

¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛǎ ŎƻƎƴƛǘƛǾŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅ 

remembering, concentrating, or making decisions because of a physical, mental, or emotional problem. 

The needs of this community vary significantly from those with ambulatory difficulty and may include in-

home support, counseling, and supportive communities. 

Survivors of Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual Assault, and Stalking 

Gathering accurate statistics on the number of survivors of the listed crimes is incredibly difficult. Many 

incidents go unreported for a variety of reasons, including fear of future violence, loss of children, and 

lack of housing or economic support. It is important that resources are dedicated to providing support 

and safety for residents in need of escaping and reporting violence. 

According to data reported by the Columbia Police Department and University of South Carolina Police 

Department there were 60 sexual assaults reported in 2019. In 32 of these cases the location was a 

residence. The 2018 FBI Uniform Crime Report reported 90 rapes in the city of Columbia that year. 

The US Department of Justice reported that only an estimated 34.8% of sexual assaults are reported. 

Using that figure, it is reasonable to estimate that in 2019 there were over 170 sexual assaults in 

Columbia and most of those residents could using housing assistance.  

What are the most common housing problems? 

As discussed above, the most common housing problem in Columbia is Cost Burden. According to the 

2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, there are approximately 44,315 cost 

burdened households in the City, making up 38.5% of the population. Renters are more likely to be cost 

burdened, approximately 54.3% pay over 30% of their income towards housing. Homeowners are better 

off but still 24.3% of those with a mortgage and 13.1% of those without a mortgage are cost burdened. 

Are any populations/household types more affected than others by these problems? 

Lower income households experience more housing problems across the board.  The extremely low-

income income range (30% AMI and below) is statistically more likely to have at least one problem than 

other income ranges, and extremely low-income renters more so than owners. When those facts 

intersect we see that low and extremely low-income renters are more affected by housing problems 

than other groups. For example, extremely low-income renter households show a greater existence of 

severe housing cost burden than all other groups.  
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Describe the characteristics and needs of Low-income individuals and families with children 

(especially extremely low-income) who are currently housed but are at imminent risk of 

either residing in shelters or becoming unsheltered 91.205(c)/91.305(c)). Also discuss the 

needs of formerly homeless families and individuals who are receiving rapid re-housing 

assistance and are nearing the termination of that assistance 

HUD defines extremely low-income households as households that earn 0-30% AMI (area median 

income), and severe housing cost burden as housing expenses that are greater than 50% of income. 

As indicated in 2016 CHAS data in Housing Needs Summary Tables, the lack of affordable housing is by 

far the greatest housing problem for extremely low-income households and families with children in the 

region. For extremely low-income households, there are 940 homeowner households with severe 

housing cost burden greater than 50% and 4,550 renter households have severe housing cost burden 

greater than 50%. That means there are nearly 5,500 households in the City that are both extremely low 

income and have severe housing cost burden, which places them at imminent risk of becoming 

homeless. Furthermore, there are 1,580 extremely low-income households with children in the City, the 

majority of which are renters.  

If a jurisdiction provides estimates of the at-risk population(s), it should also include a 

description of the operational definition of the at-risk group and the methodology used to 

generate the estimates: 

The City of Columbia does not provide estimates of at-risk populations. 

Specify particular housing characteristics that have been linked with instability and an 

increased risk of homelessness 

Housing instability is often a complex problem is impacted by housing, economic, and social issues. 

Housing characteristics linked with housing instability include extremely low income, lack of support for 

residents who are currently homeless, unaccompanied youth, and youth aging out of foster care. 

Renters are also at an increased risk of instability due to their home being owned by another person 

who may decide to take the rental unit off the market. Housing characteristics alone are not the only 

factor involved with instability and risk of homelessness. Additional factors such as drug and alcohol 

ŀŘŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ LƳǇŜŘƛƳŜƴǘǎ 

to Fair Housing Choice.  
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NA-15 Disproportionately Greater Need: Housing Problems ς 91.205 (b)(2) 

Assess the need of any racial or ethnic group that has disproportionately greater need in comparison to 

the needs of that category of need as a whole. 

Introduction 

An important aspect of understanding the needs of the community is to identify if any racial or ethnic 

groups face a greater need in the community. In this section, the existence of housing problems 

amongst racial groups is compared to the City as a whole within each income group. For this purpose, 

HUD guidelines deem a disproportionately greater need to exist when persons of a particular racial or 

ethnic group experience housing problems at a rate at least 10 percentage points higher than the 

jurisdiction as a whole. 

0%-30% of Area Median Income 

Housing Problems Has one or more of 
four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 

Jurisdiction as a whole 6,880 835 995 

White 2,340 205 270 

Black / African American 4,040 610 605 

Asian 75 0 50 

American Indian, Alaska Native 4 10 4 

Pacific Islander 0 0 0 

Hispanic 290 20 60 

Table 13 - Disproportionally Greater Need 0 - 30% AMI 
Alternate Data Source Name: 
2012-2016 CHAS 

 
*The four housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per 
room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30%  
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30%-50% of Area Median Income 

Housing Problems Has one or more of 
four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 

Jurisdiction as a whole 3,915 1,445 0 

White 1,360 465 0 

Black / African American 2,085 920 0 

Asian 165 10 0 

American Indian, Alaska Native 0 0 0 

Pacific Islander 45 0 0 

Hispanic 180 4 0 

Table 14 - Disproportionally Greater Need 30 - 50% AMI 
Alternate Data Source Name: 
2012-2016 CHAS 

 
*The four housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per 
room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30%  
 
 

50%-80% of Area Median Income 

Housing Problems Has one or more of 
four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 

Jurisdiction as a whole 3,955 3,995 0 

White 1,930 1,505 0 

Black / African American 1,505 2,095 0 

Asian 100 169 0 

American Indian, Alaska Native 0 0 0 

Pacific Islander 10 0 0 

Hispanic 255 190 0 

Table 15 - Disproportionally Greater Need 50 - 80% AMI 
Alternate Data Source Name: 
2012-2016 CHAS 

 
*The four housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per 

room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30% 
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80%-100% of Area Median Income 

Housing Problems Has one or more of 
four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 

Jurisdiction as a whole 925 3,330 0 

White 858 1,645 0 

Black / African American 255 1,500 0 

Asian 4 10 0 

American Indian, Alaska Native 0 4 0 

Pacific Islander 0 0 0 

Hispanic 25 115 0 

Table 16 - Disproportionally Greater Need 80 - 100% AMI 
Alternate Data Source Name: 
2012-2016 CHAS 

 
*The four housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per 

room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30% 

Discussion 

Extremely Low Income: In the City of Columbia 89.2% of the population has at least one housing 

problem. There is one racial group that is disproportionately impacted. According to the CHAS data, 

100% of Asian households in this income group have a housing problem. However, this group is 

incredibly small, only 75 households. 

Very Low Income: The jurisdiction-wide rate of housing problems for this income group is 73%. There are 

three racial or ethnic groups disproportionately impacted. Approximately 94.3% of Asian households, 

100% of Pacific Islander households, and 97.8% of Hispanic households have housing problems.  

Low Income: In this income group approximately 49.7% of the households have a housing problem. 

There is one group, Pacific Islander households, that is disproportionately impacted with 100% reporting 

a housing problem. This is made up of only 10 households. 

Moderate Income: Residents in this group are significantly less likely to have a housing problem than 

other groups. Overall, 21.7% of the population reports a housing problem. There are no minority groups 

with disproportionate housing problems.  
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NA-20 Disproportionately Greater Need: Severe Housing Problems ς 91.205 

(b)(2) 

Assess the need of any racial or ethnic group that has disproportionately greater need in comparison to 

the needs of that category of need as a whole. 

Introduction 

Similar to the above section, below severe housing problems are broken down by race and ethnicity and 

household income. The goal is to identify any groups that are disproportionately impacted by severe 

housing problems. The same HUD guidelines are used, a disproportionately greater need exists when 

persons of a particular racial or ethnic group experience severe housing problems at a rate at least 10 

percentage points higher than the jurisdiction as a whole. 

The following series of tables looks at the existence of severe housing problems amongst different racial 

and ethnic groups across the 0% -30%, 30%-50%, 50%-80%, and 80%-100% AMI cohorts.  

0%-30% of Area Median Income 

Severe Housing Problems* Has one or more of 
four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 

Jurisdiction as a whole 5,840 1,860 995 

White 2,135 410 270 

Black / African American 3,335 1,315 605 

Asian 75 0 50 

American Indian, Alaska Native 4 10 4 

Pacific Islander 0 0 0 

Hispanic 210 95 60 

Table 17 ς Severe Housing Problems 0 - 30% AMI 
Alternate Data Source Name: 
2012-2016 CHAS 

 
*The four severe housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per 
room, 4.Cost Burden over 50%  
 
 
















































































































































































































































































































